
      The Keck Institute for Space Studies (KISS) was established at Caltech in January 
2008 with a $24 million grant over eight years from the W. M. Keck Foundation. The 
Institute is a "think and do tank," whose primary purpose is to bring together a broad 
spectrum of scientists and engineers for sustained technical interaction aimed at de-
veloping new space mission concepts and technology.  
 
The best expertise from Caltech, JPL, and the wider scientific and technical commu-
nity is convened at the Institute to conduct in-depth technical studies in focused areas 
of science and technology. These studies must concentrate on ideas that have the ca-
pability for revolutionary advances in space mission effectiveness. Once a key innova-
tion/challenge for a new mission or instrument concept is identified, the Institute then 
funds the initial steps towards making progress on that key innovation/challenge. 
 
The primary purpose of KISS is to develop new planetary, Earth, and astrophysics 
space mission concepts and technology by bringing together a broad spectrum of sci-
entists and engineers for sustained scientific and technical interaction. This unique 
organization links the study elements of a think tank with the implementation ele-
ments of designing and developing prototypes. The Institute is centered on the intel-
lectual, instrumentation, and research strengths of Caltech and JPL ñ augmenting 
those strengths by inviting external experts from academia, government, and industry 
to engage in its programs. The Institute also provides opportunities for graduate stu-
dents and postdoctoral fellows to actively participate in cutting-edge space mission 
research and learning. The Institute supports significant outreach to the public and 
the wider technical/scientific community via open lectures and the Internet. 
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Joann Stock named 2010 
AGU VGP Fellow 
 
Joann Stock, Professor of Ge-
ology and Geophysics, has 
been selected as a 2010 AGU 
VGP (Volcanology, Geochem-
istry, Petrology) Fellow.  òA 
Fellow of AGU shall be a sci-
entist who has attained ac-
knowledged eminence in the  
geophysical sciences.  This 
honor is bestowed only on 
0.1% of the membership in 
any given year.ó 
 

 

 

 

Swami Krishnan wins 
Earthquake Engineering 
Research Institute's 2009 
Annual Graphics Competi-
tion . 

Congratulations to Swamina-
than Krishnan, Assistant Pro-
fessor of Civil Engineering 
and Geophysics, whose simu-
lations of earthquakes and 
structural response has won 
the Earthquake Engineering 
Research Institute's 2009 
Annual Graphics Competi-
tion.  

 

 

 Faculty Awards 
 

 

Laura Alisic, 4th year graduate 
student in Geophysics, won 
2009 MARGINS Outstanding 
Student Presentation, at the 
AGU Fall meeting,  for her 
presentation òGlobal mantle 
flow at ultra-high resolution: 
The competing influence of 

faulted plate margins, the strength of bending 
plates, and large-scale, nonlinear flow.ó 

Maggie Osburn, 3rd year 

graduate student in Geobiol-

ogy, received a student regis-
tration grant from BASIN 
for her poster presentation 
on òD/H fractionation in lip-
ids from terrestrial hydro-
thermal springs, Yellowstone 

National Parkó at the AGU Fall meeting, in the 
session on òStable Isotopes in Terrestrial Bio-
geoscience.ó 

 
Yu-nung (Nina) Lin, 3rd year 
graduate student  in Geology, 
has been named a 2009 AAPG 
Foundation Grants-in-Aid re-
cipient. She has been awarded 
the Alexander and Geraldine 
Wanek Named Grant. This 
Named Grant is provided by an 

endowment established through the AAPG 
Foundation by generous contributions from 
Alexander and Geraldine Wanek. 

Joannah Metz, 5th year gradu-
ate student in Planetary Sci-
ence, was awarded for her oral 
presentation, entitled òA com-
plete Depositional System in 
Melas Chasma, Marsó  it was 
ranked #1 in the AAPG Student 

Oral Awards Competition. 

 

 

The Division had three recipients for the 2009 
NASA Earth and Space Science (NESSF) fel-
lowship program, in the field of Planetary Sci-
ence Research.  A total of 22 fellowships were 
awarded nationally in this field.  The award is 
$30,000 per annum, including a $24,000 stu-
dent stipend and an allowance of up to $6000, 
consisting of $3000 for student expenses and 
$3000 for university expenses. Recipients be-
low: Steve Chemtob, Sonja Graves and Megan 
Schwamb. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

FACULTY, ALUMNI & STUDENT AWARDS  

Steve Chemtob 

4th year Graduate Student, Geochemistry 

Sonja Graves 

3rd year Graduate Student, Planetary Science 

Megan Schwamb 

3rd year Graduate Student, Planetary Science 

 Student Awards 

Student News 
The Division received 17 acceptances for admissions to our graduate programs for the Fall, 

2010.   Combined with four deferrals from last year, our incoming class will be 21 (10  male, 11 

female), the highest number since the 1992/93 academic year.   
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Alumni News 
We hope to hear from our alumni and relay updated information to our readers on careers and 

what you are doing.  Feel free to also update your contact information by writing to:                 

gps-news@gps.caltech.edu 


